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USER PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT

AND
EXPRESS ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY 
READ BEFORE SIGNING - ALL PARTICIPANTS DO SO VOLUNTARILY 
I agree as follows: 
I fully understand and acknowledge that outdoor recreational activities have: (a) inherent risks, dangers, and hazards, and that others may specifically arise through my participation in outdoor activities; (b) my participation in such activities may result in injury or illness including, but not limited to, bodily injury, sickness, fractures, partial and/or total paralysis, death or other ailments that could cause serious disability; (c) risks and dangers may arise from foreseeable or unforeseeable causes including, but not limited to, misjudged terrain, weather, trail or route location, and elevation level, falling or loose rock, hostile or aggressive wildlife, hypothermia, heat stroke and other such risks, and all other such hazards and dangers that are integral to recreational activities that take place in a wilderness, outdoor or recreational environment; (d) by my participation in these activities and/or use of equipment, I hereby assume all risks and dangers and all responsibility for any losses and/or damages, whether caused in whole or in part by my own person, or external agents or factors; and (e) understand and acknowledge that Imperial Valley Desert Museum is not a guide service and therefore makes NO WARRANTIES, PROMISES, or GUARANTEES that the activity is safe for its participants.

I, on behalf of myself, my personal representatives and my heirs hereby voluntarily agree to release, waive, discharge, hold harmless, defend and indemnify the Imperial Valley Desert Museum and Imperial Valley Desert Museum Society, Inc., its officers, employees, volunteers and agents from any and all claims, actions or losses for bodily injury, property damage, wrongful death, loss of services or otherwise which may arise out of my participation in all outdoor recreation activities. I specifically understand that I am releasing, discharging and waiving any claims or actions that I may have presently or in the future for the negligent acts or other conduct by the officers, employees, volunteers or agents of Imperial Valley Desert Museum and Imperial Valley Desert Museum Society, Inc..  

I fully understand and acknowledge that in this activity there may not be rescue or medical facilities or expertise necessary to deal with the injuries and damages to which I may be exposed.  Should emergency medical services become necessary, the expenses are the sole responsibility of the participant and not that of Imperial Valley Desert Museum and Imperial Valley Desert Museum Society, Inc..  I grant Imperial Valley Desert Museum permission to authorize emergency medical treatment as it deems appropriate, and agree that such action by Imperial Valley Desert Museum shall be subject to the terms of this Agreement. I understand and agree that Imperial Valley Desert Museum and Imperial Valley Desert Museum Society, Inc. assume no responsibility for any injury or damage that might arise out of or in connection with such authorized emergency medical treatment.

I understand that during the Activity I may be photographed or videotaped. To the fullest extent allowed by law, I waive all rights of publicity or privacy or pre-approval that I have for any such likeness of my family or myself or use of my name in connection with such likeness, and I grant to Imperial Valley Desert Museum and Imperial Valley Desert Museum Society, Inc. permission to use, and publish (including by electronic means) such likeness of me, whether in whole or part, in any form, without restrictions, and for any purpose.

Imperial Valley Desert Museum reserves the right to accept or deny service to any person. 

I hereby agree to follow all rules, regulations, and instructions of Imperial Valley Desert Museum staff and agents. I agree and am aware that as a condition of being allowed to participate in the activities of Imperial Valley Desert Museum, I will not consume any alcoholic beverages or other substance including, but not limited to any drugs or medication which would impair my senses before or while participating in any Museum-sponsored recreational activities.  I understand Imperial Valley Desert Museum has not made, nor will make, any investigation into my physical fitness or ability to participate in the activity, and is relying on my warranty of my physical condition.

I HAVE READ THE WAIVER AND BY SIGNING IT AGREE. IT IS MY INTENTION TO EXEMPT AND RELIEVE IMPERIAL VALLEY DESERT MUSEUM AND IMPERIAL VALLEY DESERT MUSEUM SOCIETY, INC. FROM LIABILITY FOR PERSONAL INJURY, PROPERTY DAMAGE OR WRONGFUL DEATH CAUSED BY NEGLIGENCE OR ANY OTHER CAUSE. 
This is a release of liability. Do not sign this release if you do not understand or do not agree with its terms.
________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE 


AGE 




DATE

As a parent or legal guardian of a participant under 18 years of age, I have read and voluntarily agreed that said minor may participate in this outdoor recreational activity, and I sign this release on their behalf. In addition, I give Imperial Valley Desert Museum and Imperial Valley Desert Museum Society, Inc., its officers, agents, volunteers and employee’s permission to treat said minor in case of illness, injury, emergency, or accident.

I am assuming the stated risks and entering into this Waiver and Release on behalf of the minor(s) named below, as well as myself, and I am agreeing to its terms on his or her behalf, as well as his or her heirs, executors, administrators and assigns.

MINOR’S NAME(S) 
AGE(S) 

MINOR’S NAME(S) 
AGE(S)

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________     
____________________________

SIGNATURE



AGE




DATE
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The Imperial Valley Desert Museum assumes NO responsibility or liability for harm or injury during hikes or other activities.  The hiker is solely responsible for his or her own safety & well-being on any event posted.

Hikers are expected to know their own limits.  The IVDM leaves no hiker behind!  A hike may be terminated if a hiker cannot continue.  Hikers assume all risks when they RSVP or show up to participate for this event or any other hiking event hosted by the IVDM.

Hiking Safety Tips
· Did you let anyone know where you were going today?

· Adequate Water.  Hikers should bring AT LEAST (4) 12 oz. bottles, or 2 liters.

· Museum telephone number: (760) 358 7016

· Buddy System (preferable if at least one buddy have a cell phone).

· Understand the terrain and hike route.  If you have questions, ask before the hike begins!

· Identify any Physical Limitations, Evaluate and Decide if this Hike is Something You

· Can Realistically Do!

· Emphasize the “Desert is Unforgiving”: Suggest dressing in Layers, using Sun Screen, Hat, Sunglasses, Hiking Poles, sensible Hiking Shoes/Boots and Gloves for bouldering & rough terrain.

· Car pool With experienced drivers & that your vehicle is appropriate for the terrain (Hike Leader will check to see if vehicles are appropriate before heading out).

· Drive at a pace where the vehicles in front & behind you are visible at all times.

· Know the designated Sweeper – This is a person who is last and that makes sure that no one is left behind.

· Know your own limits, don’t push it. If you are having problems, STOP!

· If you become ill or incapacitated “STOP”!  Assess the situation and call 911 if appropriate.

· Plants and animals – try not to disturb wild life, plant life or artifacts.

· Dogs – NO DOGS Please!

· Respect sensitive habitat, endangered, at risk species and be respectful/courteous of fellow hikers.

· LEAVE NO TRACE!  Carry out what you carry in.

